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  Articles in NRC mentioning ‘brain’ 

 
  Problem: these articles (and many books) are 

written by journalists  

NRC 2001 (Oct.) 2011 increase 
‘Brein’ (brain) 135 248 83% 
‘Hersenen’ (brain) 150 227 51% 





  I am one too 



  I am one too 

  Example ‘Brain dead by Google in 3 steps’ 



1.  ‘Is Google Making Us Stupid? What the 
Internet is doing to our brains’ – Nicholas Carr (Atlantis) 

2.  ‘Google Effects on Memory: Cognitive 
Consequences of Having Information at Our 
Fingertips’ – Sparrow, Liu and Wegner (Science) 

3.  ‘Google robs people of their intellect’ – Schnitzler 
(De Volkskrant) 



1.  Carr: ‘Over the past few years I’ve had an 
uncomfortable sense that someone, or 
something, has been tinkering with my 
brain, remapping the neural circuitry, 
reprogramming the memory.’  



1.  ‘Is Google Making Us Stupid? What the 
Internet is doing to our brains’ – Nicholas Carr (Atlantis) 

2.  ‘Google Effects on Memory: Cognitive 
Consequences of Having Information at Our 
Fingertips’ – Sparrow, Liu and Wegner (Science) 
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2.  Experiment (Science) 
-  Participants typed 40 trivia (“an ostrich’s 

eye is bigger than its brain”) 
-  Info       or 

-  Results: subjects more likely to remember 
information if they thought it was deleted 
later  



2.  Experiment (Science) 

-  What does this have to do with Google? 
-  Why would a similar experiment, where 

subjects write a message on paper, which 
is later torn or stored, not have the same 
results? 
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3.  ‘Search engines not only replace our 
memory, but also determines its contents’  

 ‘Where does this leave man, the rational 
animal, when it is robbed of its intellect?’ 



•  ‘The further this debate got, the more it 
surprised me and my fellow researchers. We 
were surprised this research made it in 
Science’ – anonymous brain researcher 

•  Defend your research area! (don’t get too 
cynical) 





  Please answer the phone when I call you for 
an interview  



  Please answer the phone when I call you for 
an interview  

  I was one of you once… 


